
The ;rw Wiues o/Wimlfor, 


Eord. Iwillncuermiftruftmy wife againe, till thou 
art able to woo her in goodEnglifti. 

F*l. Haue I laid my braine in the Sun, and dri’de it, 
that it wants matter to prcuent fo grofie ore-reaching as 
this ? Am I ridden with a Welch Goatc tooc 1 Shal I haue 
a Coxcombc of Frizc ? Tis time I were choak’d with a 
peece of toafted Cheefe. 

Eu. Secfe is not good to giue putter; your belly is al 
putter. 

Fah Secfe, and Putter ? Haue I liu’d to ftandat the 
taunt of one that makes Fritters of Englifh ? This ise- 
nough to be the decay of luft and late-walking through 
theKealmc. 

Mtfl.Page. Why Sir Iohn , do you thinke though wee 
would haue thruft vcrtucoutof our hearts by the head 
and fhoulders, and haue giuenour felues without feru- 
pie to hell, that euer the deuill could haue made you our 
delight? 

Fori What,a hodge-pudding ? A bag of flax ? 

Mifi.Vage* Apuftman? 

Page. Old, cold, wither’d, and of intolerable cn- 
crailes ? 

Ford. And one that is as flandcrous as Sathan ? 

Page. And as poore as lob ? 

Ford . And as wicked as his wife? 

Shah. And giuen to Fornications, and’to Tauernes, 
andSacke,and Wine, and Metheglins,and to drinkings 
and fwearings, and darings ? Pcibles and prables ? 

Pal. Well, I am your Theame: you haue the ftart of 
me, 1 am deie£ted : I am not able to anfwer the Welch 
Flannell> Ignorance it fclfc is a plummet ore me, vfe me 
as you will. 

Ford. Marry Sir, wee’l bring you to Windfortoone 
M r Broome x that you haue cozon’d of money, to whom 
you fhould haue bin a Pander: ouer and abouc that you 
haue differ’d, I thinke, to repay that money will be a bi¬ 
ting affluSfcon. 

Page. Yet be cheerefull Knight? thou {halt cat a pof- 
fet to night at my houfe, wher 1 will defire thee to laugh 
at my wife, that now laughes at thee: Tell her M 1 Slen¬ 
der hath maf ried her daughter. 

Tyiifl'Pdgc. Doftors doubt chat; 

' If Arne Page be my daughter, fhe is (by this) Do£iour 
Caiuswifc. 

Slex. Whoa hoe, hoe. Father c Page. 

Page. Sonne? How now ?How now Sonne* 

Haue you difpatch’d ? 

Slen. Difpatch’d ? lie make the beft in’ Gloflerfhirc 
know on’c: would i were bang’d la, clfe. 

Page. Of what fonne ? 

SlcH. I came yonder at Eaton to marry Miflri % Amt 
Page , and {he’s z great lubberly boy. If it had not bene 
i’th Church, I would haue fwing’d him, or hce fhould 
haue fwing’d me. If I did not thinke it had becne Anne 
Page}vu>u\d I might ncuer ftirre,and us a Poft-maftcrs 
Boy. i - 


py life then^u tooke the wrong 
Me you te» rac that ? I think f 0 « 


Page. Vp 

h 1 °JL .. m Vs^ P««lQ I would not 5 

Page. Why this is youf'owne folly. 

Did not I tell you how you fhould know my d 4Uo . 
By her garments ? * 

Slen. I went to her in grecne, and cried Mum 
ihe code budget, as tAnnc and I had appointed anH 
it was not exW.but a Poft-mafters boy. * 

Mtsl.Page. Good George be not angry, I k npw> 
your purpofe: turn’d my daughter into white am?° 
deede fhe is now with the Dodor at the Dcanrie " 
there married. ne > a “i 

Cat. Ver is Miftris Page : by gar I am cozoned ! h 
married oon Garfoon,a boy; oon pefant.bv ear A k 
it is not Ah Page, by gar,l am cozened. 

CM.Page. Why? did you take her in white ? 

Windfor! b " 6 ”’ ”' d * b<>1 ' : b ' 8 “' lle »*S 

Ford. This is Grange: Who hath got the right An,. 
Page. My heart m.fgiucs me.hcte comes M r F em ,. 
How now ,M r Fenton ? 

Anne. Pardon good fatherhood my mother pardon 
Page. Now Miftris: ^ 0a 

How chance you went not with Mr Slender ? 

*?•**&' Y hy wcnt - vou ROC with M r Dodor, maid? 
ren . You do amaze her: hearc the truth of it 
You would haue married her moft fhamefully * 
Where there was no proportion held in louc;* 

The truth is, fhe and 1 (long fincc contraded) 

Arc now fo furethat norhing can difTolue vs ; 

Th offence is holy, that fhe hath committed,’ 

And tnir deceit loofes the name of craft. 

Of difobediencc, or vnduteous title, 

Since therein fhe doth euitate and fhun 
A thoufand irreligious curfed houres 
Which forced marriage would haue brought vponl 
Ford. Stand not amaz’d, here is no remcdic: 

In Louc, the heauens themfclues do guide the Gate 
Money buyes Land*,and wiues are fold by fate. ’ 

Pal. I am glad, though you haue tane a fpecial ft 
t© ftrike at me, that your Arrow hath glanc’d. 

Page. Well, what remedy ? Fenton, heauen giuetl 
ioy, wh3t cannot beefchew’d.muG be embrac’d. 

Fat. When night-dogges run,all forts ofDcere 
chac’d. 

ftiijl.Page. Well, I will mufc no further: M'Fotf 
Heauen giue you many^ many merry dayes: 

Good husband, let vs ettery one go home, 

And laugh this Iporc ore by a Countrie fire, 
SirMwandall. 

Ford. Let it be fo (Sir lob*:) 

To MaGer Broome, you yet fhall hold your word, 

For he, to night, fhall lye with Miftris Ford: Sxn 
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measyre, 

For Meafare* 

<zAHm primm , Scena prima. 



Enter Duke, Efcaltu , Lords* 

Duke. 

Scales. 

Efi. My Lord. (fold, 

Dukg OfGouernment,the properties to vn- 
Wauldfeeme in me c’affedt lpcech & difeourfe. 
Since I am put to know,thar your owne Science 
Excecdes (in that) the lifts of alladuice 
My ftrength can giue you : Then no more remaines 
But that, to your fufficicncy,as your worth is able, 

And let them workeThe nature of our People, 

Our Cities Inflitutions, and the Tcrmes 
For Common Iufticeyare as pregnant in 
As Art,and pra£tifc,hath inrichcd any 
That we remember ; T here is our Commiflion, 

From which,wc would not haue you warpe; call hither, 
I fay, bid come before vs Angelo : 

What figure of vs thinke you,be will beare. 

For you muft know, we haue with fpeciall foule 
Elcftedhim our abfence to fupply ; 

Lent him our terror,dreft him with our louc. 

And giuen his'Deputation all the Organs 
Ofour owne powre: What thinke you of it ? 

£fc . If any in foenna be of worth 
To vndergoe fuch ample grace,and honour. 

It is Lord Angelo. 

Enter Angelo. 

Dtik. Looke where he comes. 

Ang. Alwayes obedient to your Graces will, [ 
I come to know your plcaftire. 

Duke. Angelo : 

There is a kinde of Chara&er in thy life. 

That to th’obferucr, doth thy hiftoi y 
Fully vnfold: Thy felfe,and thy belon gings 
Are not thine ovVnc fo proper,as to waftc 
Thy felfe vpon thy vertucs f they on thee 
Heauen doth with vs, as we,with Torches doe, 

Not light them for chemfelues: For if our vertucs 

Did not goe forth of vs, ’c were all alike 

As ifwe had them not,: Spirits arc not finely tonch'd. 

But to fine ilfucs.: nor nature neuer lends 
The fmalleft fcruplc of her excellence. 

But like a thrifty goddeflc,{he determines 
Her felfe tboglory of a creditour. 

Both thanks,and vfe; but I do bend nr 


To one that can my part in him aduertife; 

Hold therefore Angelo : 

In our remoue,be thou at full,our felfe: 

Mortallitie and Mercie in Vienna 

Liue in thy tongue,and heart: Old Efealsu 

Though firft in queltion,is thy fecondary. 

Take thy Commiflion. 

Ang. Now good my Lord 
Let there be forac more teft,made of my mettle. 

Before fo noble, and fo great a figure 
Be ftamp’cypon it# 

Dn^. Nomorecuafion: 

We haue with aleauen’d,and prepared choice 
Proceeded to you; therefore take your honors : 

Our haftc from hence is of fo quicke condition. 

That it prefers it felfe, and leaues vnqueftion’d 
Matters of necdfull value: We {hall write to you 
As time^and our concernings {hall importune. 

How it goes with vs, and doe looke to know 
What doth befall you here. So fareyou well; 

To ch’hopefull exccutidn doellcaucyou* 

Ofyour Commiflions. 

Ang. Yet giue leauc (my Lord,) 

That wc may bring you fomething on the way. 

Duk. My haftemay not admit it. 

Nor ncedc you (on mine honor) haue to doe 
With any fcruple: your fcope is as mine owne. 

So to inforce,or qualifie the Lawes 

As to your foule feenles good: Giue me your hand. 

He priuily away: I loue the people. 

But doe not like to ftage me to their eyes: 

Though it doe well, I doe not rellifh well 
Their lowd applaufe,aRd Aucs vehement: 

Nor doe I thinke the man of lafe diferetion 
That do’s affeft it. Once more fare you well. 

Ang. T he heauens giue fafety to your purpofes. 

Ffc. Lead forth, and bring you backe in happi- 

nefie. Exit. 

Dak. I thankeyoujfareyou well. 

Efc. I fhall defire you, Sir,to giue me leaue 
To haue frccfpeech with you ; and it concernesme 
To looke into thebottomeof my place: 

A powrc I haue, but of what ftrcngtb and nature, 

I am not yet inftru&cd. 

Ang.* Tis fo with me - Let vs with-draw together, \ 
And we may foone our fatisfaftion haue 
Touching that point. 

£fi\ lie wait vpon your honor. Exeunt* 

F Secern 













































































